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§31.3 Ask for Electronic Transcripts of Depositions

Electronic deposition transcripts are helpful because: 

• They can reside on your PC or laptop computer.

• They can be read quickly. It is faster to turn pages with clicks than physically.

• They do not take room in your filing cabinet.

• They can be searched for particular words or phrases quickly.

• It is easy to copy and paste critical testimony into your summary of the deposition or into
your notes of questions to ask at trial, so you have the exact quotation ready at hand during the trial

I like to ask the court reporters to give me the transcript in E-transcript format (by Real Legal), which shows on your lap-
top a perfect transcript, just like the judge is reading:
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RealLegal’s E-Transcript is used by more than 70 percent of the court reporting industry. Court reporters use it to activate
full-text searching to print indexes and condensed transcript options that they sell to you. Standardizing on E-Transcript
gets you using the most commonly available format.

RealLegal Exemplaris, at www.Exemplaris.com, is a transcript repository for centralized electronic storage, search and
retrieval of transcripts from every federal district court. Official federal court reporters simply open a free account, upload
their finished transcripts, and receive their traditional compensation on transcript sales. You as an attorney need only an
internet connection and an e-mail address to search, purchase, and download federal court transcripts.

If the case has experts, you can send them electronic transcripts instead of paper transcriptions. You do not want to send
an expert your own summary of the deposition, because they can be cross-examined about how they got from you a
“canned version” of what you thought was important. You also save money on expert fees because an electronic transcript
is a real timesaver for experts who must look for key passages and paste testimony into their report.
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